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Welcome to Resurrection Sunday!  We rejoice in the resurrection of our 

beloved Savior Jesus Christ, who is in the business of transforming lives.  

This morning as we consider the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are going to 

look at two different passages in the Gospels, from which we are going to see 

two evidences of the transforming work of resurrection power.  In so doing, 

we are going to focus on two key individuals on the scene that day when Jesus 

Christ was crucified.  From each, we will witness the kindness and love of the 

Savior and the hope that His resurrection gave to both individuals.  

 

Please open your Bibles to Luke 23:26-31, as we look at our first key 

individual who experienced the life-changing power of Jesus.    

 

At this point in history, Jesus has been betrayed by Judas, illegally arrested, 

falsely accused, and wrongly condemned to death.  Jesus was then being led 

away to the cross.  We read:  

 
26

When they led Him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, 

coming in from the country and placed on him the cross to carry 

behind Jesus.  
27

And following Him was a large crowd of the people 

and of women who were mourning and lamenting Him.  
28

But Jesus, 

turning to them, said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for 

Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.  
29

For behold, 

the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and 

the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’  

30
Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to 
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the hills, ‘Cover us.’  
31

For if they do these things when the tree is 

green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

As we will see in this scene, Jesus’ concern throughout His whole ordeal was 

never about Himself or His impending death.  It was always concern for 

others. In this case, it was for the women who were in mourning for the 

upcoming loss of a Man whom they knew to be noble, kind, good, and one 

they had come to believe to be their Messiah. This is a theme that weaves 

itself through the biography of Jesus.  He continued to concern himself with 

others, particularly toward the end of His earthly ministry. 

 

In His continuous search for the lost, Jesus crossed paths with an unlikely 

convert. We read:  

 
32

Two others also, who were criminals, were being led away to be 

put to death with Him.  
33

When they came to the place called The 

Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right 

and the other on the left.  
34

But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  And they cast 

lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 

No one knows for sure why Jesus was hung between those two thieves.  It 

could have been the centurion’s call to place Jesus on the center cross, since 

He was certainly the most “notorious” of the three men.  Whoever made the 

decision, the likelihood is that there was malice in the motive for putting Jesus 

in the center of the other two prisoners.  As we read closely every word of this 

scene, as it is given to us in the four gospels, it is clear that every word and 

every action that was aimed at Jesus was for the purpose of dishonoring and 

abusing him.  But God’s ordaining of Christ’s cross being placed where it was 

gave Him a clear opportunity, in the last moments of his earthly life, to reach 

out in hope and compassion to all those around him who found themselves in 
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great need.  And he reached out to those who physically hung next to him and 

stood below him while He continued to endure inexpressible pain. 

 

Typically, when a man was hanging on a cross, suspended on iron spikes, he 

wanted one thing and one thing only--death!  He thought of one person and 

one person only--himself.  For the one being crucified, death couldn’t come 

fast enough.  That’s what makes Christ’s final words on the cross so impactful 

to those on the scene and to us who read and reread this event thousands of 

years later.  Unlike all other victims of crucifixion, Jesus was more concerned 

about others and their needs than He was about Himself. 

 

And it is because of Christ’s response to these purposeful men who were out 

to dishonor this innocent Man that I believe one man’s life took a radical turn 

in the way he saw his present life, his pending death, and his future.  Luke 

goes on to tell us about this man in the next verses.  Whereas in the beginning 

of the ordeal, according to Matthew’s account, the two criminals were hurling 

abuse at Jesus, one stopped doing so. 

 
39

One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at 

Him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!”  
40

But 

the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Do you not even fear 

God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  

41
And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we 

deserve for our deeds; but this man had done nothing wrong.”  

42
And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 

Your kingdom!” 

The original language reveals that this thief didn’t say this just once.  He said 

it multiple times.  He was desperate for Jesus to hear his plea.  Although it 

was a statement, it comes in the form of an emphatic plea or request.  Jesus 

picked up on the man’s heart cry, his genuine sincerity, and his confession of 
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wrong, a need for forgiveness, and a desire to be with Jesus forever.  So Jesus 

responded in verse 43, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in 

Paradise.”  

 

There are several key observations we want to make sure we don’t miss in this 

text, because to do so would be to miss the full color digital HD display.  

Without these details, the picture is fuzzy, and we overlook some key 

components of what took place here. 

 

Luke uses a common word for an evil doer as he identifies these men as 

“criminals.”  Matthew’s account offers another term that adds a nuance 

missing here.  Matthew calls them “robbers.”  It is a word that points to 

these two men as being thugs, bandits, and hoodlums.  In pointing this out, 

Chuck Swindoll rightly suggests, “Perhaps they were members of an 

organized scheme to overthrow the Roman government.  There is good reason 

to believe that these men were partners in crime with Barabbas, who was both 

an insurrectionist and a murderer.”  We see in Mark 15:7, “And the man 

named Barabbas had been imprisoned with the insurrectionists who had 

committed murder in the insurrection.” 

 

Suffice it to say, these two men were not first-time offenders who had made a 

couple slight errors in judgment and gotten caught.  They were hoodlums, 

thugs, insurrectionists, and murderers. And to hang Christ between them was 

making a supreme effort to humiliate Him by crucifying Him between the 

worst of evildoers. 

 

Matthew’s account tells us that in the beginning, both of these evildoers 

hurled verbal abuse at Jesus.  The word used to describe what kind of abuse 

they hurled at Jesus means blasphemy.  Their words were not just harsh but 

obscene concerning things sacred about Christ and what He embraced as part 

of His life. 

 

Next, don’t miss the one thief’s mocking request in verse 39, “Are you not 

the Christ?  Save yourself and us!” This thief didn’t care about Jesus’ 

saving himself.  He was thinking solely of himself.  He wanted release. 

 

Yet, even as these hardened evildoers were shouting at Jesus, something 

remarkable occurred. One criminal suddenly stopped mocking Jesus.  He 
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suddenly refused to join in as before, and he turned to his fellow murderer and 

rebuked him saying, “
40

Do you not even fear God, since you are under the 

same sentence of condemnation?  
41

And we indeed are suffering justly, 

for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has 

done nothing wrong.” 

 

Jesus never answered the taunting question that came from the one criminal.  

He remained silent.  Notice the opening words of this second criminal, “But 

the other answered.”  The Greek word for “other” tells us something about 

the second thief’s rebuttal of his accomplice.  In Greek, the word “other” 

implies “other of a different kind.”  Originally, both of these men were the 

same.  They were both evildoers.  This second man was shouting abuse along 

with all the others; but then he was in the process of being changed.  He, 

suddenly, was a different kind of criminal than he was moments before. 

 

What suddenly brought about this change of heart in this hardened criminal 

who, up until then, facing death, had no use for religion?  I can think of two 

things that led to the change of heart in this man.  First, he couldn’t help but 

look up at Jesus’ cross and see the sign for all to see that clearly read, in three 

different languages, “This is the King of the Jews.” Although it was not 

originally intended by Pontius Pilate to be a statement of truth, this Jewish 

criminal began to believe it to be the truth. 

 

The second factor that led to this criminal’s change of heart was Christ’s 

silence in the way that he not only handled the physical torturing pain of 

crucifixion, but also the verbal abuse of those around Him.  By Jesus’ very 

life, and possibly some knowledge of Christ’s ministry of service and healing 

to fellow Jews, this criminal’s heart went from unbelief to belief.  From a self-

proclaimed acquittal for a life wrongly led, he came to admit that the man next 

to Him was the only innocent one on the premises.  With a mixture of 

desperation and faith, he pleaded, “Jesus, remember me when you come 

into your kingdom.”   

 

How did this guy know that Jesus had a kingdom?  He read the sign above 

Jesus’ head! 

 

By the way, here is a very practical point:  Don’t nit-pick about the words 

people use to become Christians. Do you find yourself wanting others to pray 
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precise, specific words so that you can know they are saved?  Do you believe 

that a person can say, “Remember me when You come into Your kingdom, 

Lord” and be saved?  Obviously, Jesus did! 

 

My point is that we must let God deal with the attitude of the heart.  Let the 

Holy Spirit give the sinner the words to say.  Leave it between the sinner and 

God.  Only God can read the attitude of a person’s heart. 

 

If there ever was a deathbed confession, this is it!  In his simple request was 

wrapped up admission of guilt and a need of forgiveness that would allow him 

to spend eternity with the Savior.  He realized that if he would ever be able to 

be saved, it would depend upon the word of this innocent man, hanging on a 

cross next to him.  This sinner didn’t have to pray a prescribed prayer or make 

a sincere promise.  He didn’t have to be baptized.  He didn’t have to perform 

six months of good works to earn heaven.  He didn’t even have to pass a one-

week probation period to prove himself worthy of the calling of eternal life.  It 

was his simple and complete trust in Jesus, his faith that Christ’s word and 

work on the cross on his behalf alone would be the deciding factor of whether 

or not he would spend eternity in heaven. 

 

Don’t pass too quickly over Christ’s response:  “Truly I say to you, today 

[this very day, which only has a few hours left.  Today, when your crucifixion 

will prevent you from breathing and you will die.  Today, in a relatively few 

moments] you shall be with me in Paradise.”  This “today” obviously 

presumes the reality of the resurrection of Jesus and that Jesus would be able 

to resurrect the thief along with Himself.   By the way, in Matthew 27:52, 

after Jesus died and even before He was resurrected, we are told that the saints 

or believers who had died were raised up from the dead.  So, it is possible that 

this criminal was raised from the dead that very day, before Jesus.  There is 

more there to talk about than we have time right now, but I’ll let that thought 

mess with your mind.    

 

One last key word in this passage is noteworthy, and I just learned something 

new about it this week. The word “Paradise” is used only three times in the 

New Testament. It originated from an oriental Persian term that comes from a 

word that describes a “walled-in palace” or something that is surrounded by a 

wall for protection, like gardens used to be made.  They were encompassed by 

a wall to keep out animals and thieves who didn’t belong.   
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In Revelation 2:7, this word is used in the context of the New Heaven in 

which there is the “Tree of Life,” which is a reference to the New Creation in 

which God and believers will one day dwell forever.  Because the Tree of Life 

is mentioned in Genesis 2:8 as being in the Garden of  

Eden, this New Testament idea of Paradise means more to the Jew than 

simply heaven.  It looks forward to a new Garden of Eden to come. 

 

Hence, when Jesus said to the Jewish criminal, “Truly I say to you, today 

you shall be with Me in Paradise,” He was promising that he would be with 

Jesus in a new Garden of Eden, a place where he and God would dwell, free 

of fear and shame, free of sin, with a second chance to live a new life with 

God. 

 

How glorious this must have seemed to the criminal.  He was being given the 

assured hope of a new life with Jesus in which his old life would be forgotten 

and left behind, and a second chance would be before him to live as God 

meant him to, free from a horrible past, forgiven, and embraced by the Owner 

of Paradise. 

 

One big lesson I hope you take away from this thief’s life is that no one is 

ever too far gone to become a Christian, no matter your past, your age, or the 

degree to which you have violated your God-given conscience.  No matter 

how shallow your theology is, you are never too far from being saved.  It 

simply requires faith, putting your confidence in what Jesus did on the cross 

for you, and asking Him to remember you.  It is a heartfelt admission that you 

want to spend eternity with God, you want to be forgiven, and that you know 

you have no hope apart from the help of the Resurrected Savior.  So, in your 

own words, like the thief, put your trust in Him to be your Savior. 

 

Now quickly, I want to move on in this scene to another person from whom, 

this Easter, we can learn another key lesson in life.  In this next scene, in John 

19:23-27, Jesus had been hanging on the cross for almost six excruciating 

hours.  During that time, Jesus never once lost control of His emotions, never 

showed signs of bitterness, and never cursed, which were all commonplace 

responses of others who had been crucified.  And now, we come to one of the 

most tender and touching scenes that took place on Calvary, when Jesus 

addressed His mother, Mary. 
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23

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer 

garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the 

tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece.  
24

So they 

said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide 

whose it shall be;”  this was to fulfill the Scripture, “They divided 

my outer garments among them and for my clothing they cast lots.”  

25
Therefore the soldiers did these things.   

But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His 

mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 

26
When Jesus then saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved 

standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your 

son!”  
27

Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!”  From 

that hour the disciple took her into his own household. 

Most pictures of this horribly disgusting scene portray Jesus as almost naked.  

But in reality, Jesus hung fully naked on the cross, which was deliberate by 

the Romans to bring shame down upon the guilty. 

 

In Jesus’ day, a Jewish man typically wore five pieces of clothing: 

 

1. A head piece was some type of turban or cloth about the head. 

2. An outer robe hung loosely about the body, usually down to the ankles. 

3. Sandals. 

4. A girdle or what we would call a belt or sash around the waist held the         

outer robe close to the body. 
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5. An undergarment was underclothing made of soft material, much like a 

nightgown.  It was a seamless woven garment that draped loosely over  the 

shoulders and hung almost to the knees.  “chiton” (ke-tone) 

 

According to the verses we just read, the soldiers took his four outer garments 

and divided them up among themselves.  This was their legal right.  But since 

there were five garments and only four soldiers, that left one piece unclaimed, 

the chiton, the undergarment.  Rather than tear this into four pieces making 

the material basically useless, the soldiers gambled for it, which was an 

amazing fulfillment of prophecy concerning the coming Messiah’s execution 

found in Psalm 22:18. 

 

According to Bible commentator William Barclay, the description of the tunic 

of Jesus matches the description of the garment that the mother of a Jewish 

boy made for him and presented to him as part of his bar mizpah. 

  

There is a legend, not recorded in Scripture, that tells us that when Jesus left  

home to begin His ministry, his mother Mary gave Jesus the chiton.  And 

because of the way this section of story is recorded in the Gospels, it seems to 

fit and affirm the possibility of the legend being true.  Note particularly what 

is going on while the soldiers are gambling for the garment:  “
25

Therefore the 

soldiers did these things.  But standing by the cross of Jesus were His 

mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene.  
26

When Jesus then saw His mother . . .” 

 

Jesus mother has been standing there at the foot of the cross this whole time, 

watching and weeping.  So, why hasn’t Jesus acknowledged her or spoken to 

her until now?  Could it be because of the seamless tunic?  I think so.  To 

Jesus, his outer garments were insignificant.  But when they touched the 

chiton, they touched something very dear to his heart--the garment made for 

him by his mother.  As he watched his mother watching the soldiers haggling 

over this garment, lovingly made for her son, He had to speak to her.  He 

saved his final words to His mother for that moment. 

 

What a courageous woman of faith his beloved mother was. When Jesus saw 

her, she was not a crumpled heap.  She was boldly, courageously “standing.”  

Imagine what it must have been like for her to watch her dear innocent son 

being crucified.  It’s difficult enough to lose a child--to have a child die 
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young.  But to watch your adult son brutalized and tortured and hung on a 

cross?  Mary was not just Jesus mother, she was a called out, courageous 

woman of faith.  She was a beloved saint, just like the thief, and yet different, 

as we see in Jesus’ final address. 

 

As she stood there, Jesus addressed her, “Mother, behold your son.”  And 

then he turned to his disciple John and said, “Behold your mother!”  “From 

that hour the disciple took her into his own household.” 

 

In effect, Jesus charged John to adopt this woman as his mother, to take into 

his home, into his life, and to care for until she died.  If you are reading this in 

the NASB, notice how the word “household”” is in italics.  This is an 

indicator that this italicized word is not in the original text, making the literal 

rendering, “the disciple took her into his own.”  This meant that his home, 

his belongings, his family, and his world would now include Mary.   

 

One obvious question comes to mind:  Why hadn’t Jesus asked his own 

brothers and sisters to take care of Mary, their mother?  Matthew 13 and 

John 7 confirm that Jesus had four brothers who are named and sisters as 

well. So why not turn their mother over to them? Again, both Matthew and 

John answer that question, telling us that none of his siblings, up to the point 

of his death, believed in Him.  None of them supported his ministry.  Only 

Mary trusted in Jesus at that time.  In doing so, pressed by Jewish customs, 

Mary’s other children may have shunned her.  Hence, Jesus made sure that 

Mary would not have to fear being abandoned by her family, but that she 

would be looked after when He was gone.   

 

So it stands to reason that, shortly before His death, Jesus put her in the care 

of one who would not only love Him but would love her and care for her.  

Again, this took place at that indescribable moment of suffering, when Jesus 

did not think of himself, but of his mother’s welfare and protection.  

 

In the end, Mary had hope for her near future life on earth and the assured 

hope of one day being resurrected and seeing her son again.  Her hope of the 

resurrection for sure was coming from a different place than that of the 

forgiven criminal, but in the end, their hope of the promised resurrection was 

the same.  One day, they would be with Jesus because of His death and 

resurrection.   



 11 

 

When we consider the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, this last scene 

leaves me with two take-aways:  First, the resurrection power of Jesus often 

makes spiritual bonds stronger than natural bonds.  At this time, John’s 

spiritual bonds with Mary were greater than even that of her other children.  

Having served Jesus together for the previous three years, these two were no 

strangers.  And now they were family. 

 

How often have you felt a oneness and kinship with other believers equal to or 

far deeper and warmer than any you experience with some of your family 

members?  

 

Since I came to Christ, and I have enjoyed deep fellowship with church family 

members with whom I live and serve.  Roots deepen quickly within the ranks 

of the faithful. 

 

A second take-away from this vignette is that true resurrection power is 

revealed when perpetual parental respect is observed. Even if our parents may 

not be perfect or respectable persons, we are to respect the position God has 

placed them in over our lives.  Solomon wrote in Proverbs 23:22: “Listen to 

your father who begot you, and do not despise your mother when she is 

old.” 

 

Are your parents still living?  How is your relationship with them?  In all 

honesty, do you make room in your life for them?  Do you carry a grudge 

against them and thus push them away?  Do you possess a critical spirit 

toward them or hold unforgiveness toward them in any way?   

 

Let me put it to you in another way. If I were to ask them, “Do you feel 

honored by your son or daughter?” how would your parents respond? 

 

The “me-ism” of our culture has taken a serious toll on the family.  

Admittedly, there are some wonderful exceptions, but therein lies the 

heartache--they are the exceptions.  In Ephesians 6:2-3, we read, “Honor 

your mother and father (which is the first commandment with a 

promise), so that it may be well with you and that you may live long on 

the earth.” 
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God promises to reward children of all ages throughout their lives if they will 

continue to honor their parents throughout their parents’ lives.  You never 

grow too old to spend time with them, to bless them, to glean wisdom from 

them, and to make certain they know how much you love and respect them. 

 

Jesus was perfect, but his mother was not.  Yet, he never had a critical spirit 

toward her because she fell short.  

 

Resurrection power transforms lives!  The reality of Christ’s resurrection 

produces hope for the future for all who put their trust in Him. 
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